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Disclaimer: Commissioner’s directives are intended to provide nontechnical assistance to the general
public. Every attempt is made to provide information that is consistent with the
appropriate statutes, rules and court decisions. Any information that is not consistent with
the law, regulations or court decisions is not binding on either the Department or the
taxpayer. Therefore, the information provided herein should serve only as a foundation
for further investigation and study of the current law and procedures related to the subject
matter covered herein.

Subject: Violations of the Charity Gaming Statute (IC 4-32)

Introduction

The purpose of this Directive is to present an overview of the procedures that will be followed if an
organization or entity is operating a charitable gaming event outside the authority of IC 4-32, which is the
statute that legalizes and regulates charitable gaming performed by not for profit charitable organizations.

The Department of Revenue has been mandated to regulate and enforce Indiana’s charitable gaming
statute. As part of that authority the Department has been given full police powers to enforce the
charitable gaming statute. These police powers extend only to the extent that a licensed qualified
organization violates a provision of the charity gaming statute. The Department is authorized to levy civil
penalties and make arrests for violations of IC 4-32.

An entity or person that conducts an event where the entity or person is not licensed by the Department as
a qualified organization will be in violation of IC 35-45-5, the law concerning gambling. If an individual
participates in an event that is not licensed by the Department, that person is in violation of IC 35-45-5-2,
unlawful gambling. A person who operates, works or conducts an allowable event without a license will
be in violation of IC 35-45-5-3, which is professional gambling, or IC 35-45-5-4, which is promoting
professional gambling. These violations can only be enforced by county prosecutors.

Alleged violations or complaints that are directed to the Department will be investigated to determine that
the entity is licensed by the Department. If it is determined that the entity is not licensed by the
Department, the complaint will be referred to the local prosecutor, the local law enforcement agency and
the Indiana State Police for further action and prosecution if necessary.

The approval and licensing of qualified organizations is conducted by the Charity Games Section of the
Indiana Department of Revenue. The investigation of unlicensed entities will be conducted by the
Criminal Investigation Division of the Indiana Department of Revenue.

If there are questions concerning this Directive or the charity gaming statute, please contact the
Department at (317) 232-4646.
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